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WEST DES MOINES - Wilda Pauline Peterson
passed away peacefully on March 28, 2020, at the age
of 93, at Calvin Community Retirement Home in
Des Moines, Iowa. Pauline was born in Princeton,
Missouri on May 24, 1926, the daughter of the
late Claude and Maggie Wells, formerly of Mercer,
Missouri.

Pauline was preceded in death by her beloved
husband of 66 years, John Meek Peterson, whom
she met in the 1940’s across a crowded dance floor,
with the exchange of a wink and a smile. She carried
that love of dancing with her into her later years
with line dancing lessons at Des Moines Southside Senior Center.

Pauline is survived by her daughter, Loretta (Terry) Crane, and son, Den-
nis (Karen) Peterson; granddaughter, Amy Crane and her husband, Shawn
Nicholson; two great granddaughters, Olivia and Campbell Nicholson and
one great grandson, Kallin Nicholson.

God and church were a very important part of Pauline and John’s lives.
They were very active at Christ the King Catholic Church, where their chil-
dren attended Saturday catechism classes, and later Sacred Heart Catholic
Church. The family enjoyed participating together in Church worship
services, fish fries and pancake breakfasts.

Gardening and baking were passions of Pauline’s. On their acreage, the
family grew fruit trees of most every variety as well as a large vegetable
garden. Pauline canned and froze virtually everything they grew, much to
the family’s delight. Her pies, cakes, breads and candies were legend, her
recipes for all a coveted treasure.

Pauline’s true passion, however, was her deep love of family. She rarely
missed her great grandchildren’s sports activities, dance and music recitals
and plays. She was always ready to get in the car and go to cheer on and
support her family in every endeavor.

Pauline developed a love of travel later in life, especially if it was around
water. She enjoyed family vacations to Lake of the Ozarks, Savannah, Georgia
and Myrtle Beach, S. C. She travelled annually with daughter Loretta and
her husband to Florida, and especially enjoyed her time on the Chesapeake
Bay boating and fishing, with son Dennis and his wife.

In the future, when Virus and travel restrictions are lifted, a small family
celebration of life service will be held graveside in Des Moines, Iowa.

In lieu of flowers, donations in Pauline’s name may be sent to Calvin
Community, 4210 Hickman Rd., Des Moines, IA. 50310 or Unity Point
Hospice, 11333 Aurora Ave., Urbandale, IA. 50322

Wilda Pauline Peterson

WEST DES MOINES - 
George H. “Hank” Mayer, 
77, of West Des Moines 
passed away April 7, 2020. 
He was born in Keota, 
Iowa, on February 18, 
1943, to George W. and 
Eula (Moore) Mayer. He 
graduated from Keota 
High School in 1961 and 
attended the University 
of Iowa.  Hank joined the 
Iowa Department of Public Safety in the mid-
1960’s serving in the Communications Division, 
the Division of Criminal Investigation, and the 
Division of Narcotics Enforcement. He was named 
Director of the Division of Drug and Narcotics 
Enforcement in 1974, and then Director of the 
newly-created Division of Narcotics Enforcement 
in 1987, retiring in 1993.

Hank is survived by his daughter, Andrea Ran-
dall (Philip), grandchildren, Selah and Everett 
Randall, of Urbandale, Iowa; and his brother, Dan. 
He was preceded in death by his parents and sister, 
Sarah “Sally” Fink.

A private memorial graveside service will be held 
at Keota Cemetery.   There will be no visitation.

A memorial fund has been established for 
Suncrest Hospice.  Powell Funeral Home and 
Cremation Service in Keota is caring for Hank 
and his family.  Tributes may be made at www.
powellfuneralhomes.com.

Hank Mayer

DES MOINES - It is
with great sorrow that we
announce the passing of
our Father and Grandfa-
ther, Norman J. Kamm,
on March 31st, 2020 at
the age of 74.

Norman was born,
September 18, 1945. He
lived in Des Moines, and
was a Carpenter that built
houses all across the Met-
ro for 44 years.

He was passionate about his Community. He
volunteered for the Grays Wood Neighborhood
Association, Four Mile Community Center, and
his Church, Unity Evangelical Lutheran Church.

Norman loved grilling for family gatherings. He
loved telling jokes, listening to his Oldie’s Music
Station, his many Spuds dogs, and his Corvette.

He is survived by his girlfriend, Graciela Rodri-
guez; his sons Steve (Susie) Kamm and Jeff (Cin-
dy) Kamm; 3 stepsons Steven, David (Carolyn),
and Paul Hicks; grandchildren Ryan (Amanda),
Mollie (Ismael), Amanda Kamm, Eric Hicks, and
14 other grandchildren and great grandchildren;
brothers Mark, Warren, and Carl; sisters Gladys
Hartmann, Fran Hooper, and Doris Christianson.

Norman was preceded in death was his wife,
Lois Kamm; parents, Julius and Minnie Kamm; 7
brothers and sisters: Donald, Oliver, Ernie, Robert,
Bertha, Esther, and Linda.

Due to the current circumstances, we would like
to host a Celebration of Life in Norman’s honor
on September 19th 2020. Details to come later.

Norman Kamm

HAMPTON - Lorena Elizabeth Caroline (Plagge) 
Koch, 94, of Hampton, Iowa, formerly of Latimer, 
Iowa, passed away on Monday, April 6, 2020, at 
Franklin Country View Nursing Facility in Hamp-
ton, Iowa.

Lorena was born on July 5, 1925, a daughter of 
Louis and Louise (Imerman) Plagge, near Latimer, 
Iowa. She was baptized and confirmed by Reverend 
Barth at Marion Center Evangelical Church in La-
timer. Lorena attended country school and gradu-
ated from Latimer High School in 1942 at age 16.

After graduation she worked as receptionist, book-
keeper and assistant at a medical office in Hampton with two doctors and 
a dentist.

She was married to Don Koch on November 10, 1946, by Reverend Win-
termeyer at the Marion Center Immanuel Evangelical Church where she 
was an active member, teaching Sunday School for many years.

After the church moved to Latimer and became Immanuel United Church 
of Christ, she continued teaching Sunday School for many more years and 
served on numerous committees. She and Don were youth counselors and 
members of Philathea. She was a member of the hospital auxiliary, women’s 
clubs and Latimer Park Society. She enjoyed playing golf, cards and having 
coffee with friends. She loved her family and they were the most important 
to her.

Don and Lorena farmed northwest of Latimer, where they raised their four 
sons. They bred registered Landrace hogs and registered Charolais cattle. In 
1969, they sold the entire herd and acquired the Latimer State Bank.

After retiring, she and Don worked at the Iowa State Fair during many 
summers. They spent eighteen years wintering in Texas, and worked with the 
Nomads in Texas, Mexico and Alaska. Nomads was a mission organization 
that worked in churches and with Habitat for Humanity building homes. 
They also spent many hours working in Mexico, helping unfortunate people 
find a better life.

Lorena is survived by son Alan (Cathy) Koch of Johnston and children 
Nocona (Randy) Dayton of Johnston and step-children Bailey and Justin, 
and Cody (Julie) Koch of Johnston and children Adelyn and Kaden; son 
Garland (Teresa) Koch of Dove Canyon, California and son Alexander 
and step-children Dale and Christopher Frink; son Sherwin (Aileen) Koch 
of Solon, Iowa and children Stephanie, Alexis and Carter (Tiffany); son 
Brent (Lisa) Koch of West Des Moines and children Nicole, Blake, Tatum 
and Piper and step-children Matthew and Anna, and sister-in-law Evonne 
Plagge, along with many nieces and nephews.

She was preceded in death by her parents Louis and Louise, brothers Lavern 
and wife Shirley, Herbert and wife Margaret, and Wayne, sister Elaine and 
husband Don, granddaughter Lacey Koch and brothers and sisters-in-law 
Berl and wife Tina, Bob and wife Alpharetta and Howard and wife Helen.

Services will be held at a later date.
The Sietsema Vogel Funeral Home of Hampton is assisting Lorena’s family.

Lorena Elizabeth Caroline (Plagge) Koch CARLISLE - Gladys
L Nicholls, 96, passed
away Tuesday, April 7,
2020 at home. Due to
Federal and State reg-
ulations because of the
COVID-19 pandemic,
services will be pri-
vate, but you may join
into our Facebook Live
Feed starting at 10:30
a.m., Friday, April 10,
2020. Burial will be in
the Palmyra Cemetery,
Palmyra, IA.

Gladys is survived
by her sons, Kenneth
(Karen) Nicholls and
David (Connie) Nich-
olls; several grandchil-
dren and great grand-
children; siblings, Joyce
Haslam, Beryl French,
and Carol Lohr. She
was preceded in death
by her parents, Richard
and Gladys Lidgey; and
husband, Dale Nicholls.

In lieu of flowers, me-
morials can be made
in Glady’s name to In-
dianola Garden Club
or Ackworth Friends
Church. To sign an
online condolence, vis-
it our website at www.
overtonfunerals.com.

Gladys L Nicholls

*Kamm,Norman 74 DesMoines 31-Mar Brooks SouthTownChapel
Klehm,Marlin 71 Clarion 06-Apr Ewing Funeral Home -Clarion
*Koch, LorenaElizabethCaroline (Plagge) 94 Hampton 06-Apr SietsemaVogel Funeral Homes, Inc.
*Mayer, Hank 77 WestDesMoines 07-Apr Powell Funeral Home -Keota
*Nicholls, Gladys L 97 Carlisle 07-Apr Overton Funeral Home
*Peterson,Wilda Pauline 93 WestDesMoines 28-Mar McLaren’s Funeral Chapel
Spindler, DelRina 81 Radcliffe 08-Apr Boeke Funeral Home -Radcliffe
Vest Jr., Thomas 46 Newton 02-Apr Kruse-Phillips Funeral Home

* Additional information in display obituaries
Obituaries appear in print and online at www.DesMoinesRegister.com/Obituaries
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